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Introduction

Since September 2018 Birthright New Zealand have been exploring interest in a 
collective response to creating ÅÑÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓ ÆÏÒ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕȢ 

We have had conversations with single ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕ and those involved in the system 
ÉÍÐÁÃÔÉÎÇ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕȢ 7Å ÔÈÅÎ ÃÏÎÓÏÌÉÄÁÔÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÆÉÎÄÉÎÇÓ ÉÎÔÏ Á Ȱ×ÁÌË 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȱȢ  /ÖÅÒ ΫΦ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÔÏÏË ÐÁÒÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÌË ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈȢ  

Here we share our final conclusions and the key messages we heard from those that 
provided input. 

A big thank you to everyone who took the time to engage in our collaborative processes. 

We are keen to continue this dialogue and see action begin.  Please let us know if you 
would like to be involved in the next stage. 



Why are we doing this work?

We want every child to be well supported and thrive. Systembarriersresult in poor 
outcomes for too many children growing up in single parent families. Income, 
employment, housing, judicial processes, physical and mental wellbeing and education 
ÁÒÅ ÊÕÓÔ ÓÏÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁÓ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕ ÆÁÃÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÂÁÒÒÉÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓȢ 

Being a single-parent family is not a unique situation in New Zealand, in fact New 
Zealand has the third highest rate of single parent families in the OECD.  A third of 
children would have lived in a single parent family by age of 17 years.  

New Zealand has one of the highest differences in child poverty rates for single parent 
households compared to two parent households in the OECD. Children in single parent 
households are 6 times more likely to live in poverty than those in families with two or 
more adults.  

Imagine a world where child poverty is not part of our narrative.  

7Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÄÏ ÔÈÉÓ ÁÌÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÃÁÎȭÔ ÏÐÅÒÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÓÉÌÏÓ ÔÏ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÔÈÅ ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÃÈÁÎÇÅ 
needed. Collectively we need to act to effectively address the systemic issues faced by 
ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕȢ





So far we have

Gathered single parent 
×ÈàÎÁÕ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÔÏ ÂÅÇÉÎ 

exploration on system barriers 
they face and determine how 
we will be guided by single 

parent voices

Pulled together some key data 
trends that tell the story of 

need

Completed some initial 
mapping of the system 

impacting on single parent 
×ÈàÎÁÕ ÏÕÔÃÏÍÅÓ

7ÏÒËÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ 2ÁÕËÁ×Á 7ÈàÎÁÕ 
Ora Services to develop a 

framework for how we would 
work collectively from a Te Ao

-àÏÒÉ ÐÅÒÓÐÅÃÔÉÖÅȢ

'ÁÔÈÅÒÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÉÎÐÕÔȟ 
insights and interest in being 
involved in a collective impact 

response moving forward 



WHAT WE HAVE HEARD



ȢȢËÅÅÐ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕ ÖÏÉÃÅÓ 
at the center

Why

Ɇ Let those impacted lead the change, providing guidance and insight on the path to 
change. 

To make it work

ɆWe must give leadership to those impacted.

Ɇ7Å ÒÅÃÏÍÍÅÎÄ ÁÎ ÅØÐÅÒÔ ÁÄÖÉÓÏÒÙ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕ ÂÅ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄȢ  
0ÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ Á ÃÌÅÁÒ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÒÏÌÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÏÕÓÌÙ ÅÎÓÕÒÅ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔ ×ÈàÎÁÕ 
voices are central to the project.

ɆWe need to hear the parent and child voice.

Ɇ2ÅÑÕÉÒÅÓ ÅÑÕÉÔÁÂÌÅ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ -àÏÒÉ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÓÉÆÉËÁȢ



ȣÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÏÕÒ ×ÏÒË ÉÎ 4Å !Ï -àÏÒÉ

Our Model

Given Á ÈÉÇÈ ÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ -àÏÒÉ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ ÐÁÒÅÎÔÓ ɉΪΩȢΩϻɊ ÁÎÄ Á ÈÉÇÈ ÒÁÔÅ ÏÆ ÍÕÌÔÉÐÌÅ 
ÄÉÓÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÆÏÒ -àÏÒÉ ɉΫΪȢίϻɊ ÔÈÅ ÉÎÉÔÉÁÔÉÖÅ ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÔÒÏÎÇ -àÏÒÉ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÎÄ ÂÅ 
ÇÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ 4Å !Ï -àÏÒÉȢ

Our Model

4ÈÅ ÍÏÄÅÌȭÓ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÈÏ× ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ×ÏÒË ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÓ Á ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ÕÓÉÎÇ Á 4Å 
!Ï -àÏÒÉ ÆÒÁÍÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÏÓÅ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÉÖÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÎÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 
model and be expected to work and align with the values presented. 

0ÁÐÁÔıàÎÕËÕ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÎÇÉÎÕÉ

At the centre of the model we describe how we will work and we use the separation 
ÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ 2ÁÎÇÉÎÕÉ ɉ3ËÙ &ÁÔÈÅÒɊ ÁÎÄ 0ÁÐÁÔıàÎÕËÕ ɉ%ÁÒÔÈ -ÏÔÈÅÒɊ ÔÏ ÆÒÁÍÅ ÔÈÉÓȢ !Ô ÔÈÅ 
ÃÅÎÔÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÒÁËÅËÅɉÆÌÁØɊȟ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ×ÈàÎÁÕȟ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÔÏ ɉÉÎÎÅÒ ÌÅÁÆɊ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÈÁÒÁËÅËÅ ÉÓ ÇÒÏÕÎÄÅÄ ÉÎ 0ÁÐÁÔıàÎÕËÕ ɉÅÁÒÔÈ ÍÏÔÈÅÒɊ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÃÅÓÔÒÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÁÌÌ 
-àÏÒÉȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÉÓ ÏÆ ÐÁÒÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÃÅ ÔÏ -àÏÒÉ ÓÏÃÉÁÌÌÙȟ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌÌÙȟ 
spiritually, politically and economically. 

Through separating his parents Tane brought us all out of Te Po- the world of darkness 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎÔÏ 4Å !Ï -àÒÁÍÁ- the world of light. Ranginui became the first single 0àÐàand 
0ÁÐÁÔıàÎÕËÕ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÉÎÇÌÅ -àÍà. This created many diversities and 
ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÈÏÌÅ ×ÈàÎÁÕ ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔȢ 4Å !Ï -àÏÒÉ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅÓ ÔÈÅ 
whanaungatanga of all living things to one another, everyone is part of a collective and 
we are totally dependent upon everyone who makes it up. 




